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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Eleventh Report — “Emails between staff of the Department of Corrective Services and the  

Corruption and Crime Commission: Supplementary Report” — Tabling 
HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.05 am]: I am directed to present the eleventh report of the 
Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, entitled “Emails between staff of the 
Department of Corrective Services and the Corruption and Crime Commission: Supplementary Report”. 

[See paper 1455.] 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Following the tabling on 12 December 2013 of the eighth report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, entitled “Report into emails between staff of the 
Department of Corrective Services and the Corruption and Crime Commission”, the committee provided a new 
reference to the parliamentary inspector under section 195(2)(d) of the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 
2003. This reference was to ascertain whether an additional 1 445 emails on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission’s database that had not been examined by the parliamentary inspector for the eighth report might 
contain any material that would give rise to a suspicion of misconduct involving a public officer that would 
warrant further investigation. Some of these emails had been between Mr Pollitt, an officer of the Corruption and 
Crime Commission, and Mr Parker, an officer at the Department of Corrective Services. The parliamentary 
inspector’s investigation into these emails was provided to the committee on 27 March 2014 and is contained in 
appendix one of this report. The parliamentary inspector was actually provided with 1 529 emails by the CCC for 
his new inquiry. Of these, 94 were between Mr Parker and Mr Pollitt or between Mr Parker and the CCC.  

The parliamentary inspector reports that emails that were relevant to the committee’s reference to him numbered 
19 of the 94 emails. The parliamentary inspector concludes his latest report on this matter by saying that he sees 
“no necessity for any further recommendations to be made in this Report concerning the Commission’s 
procedures as a result of the emails disclosed to me.” The parliamentary inspector was satisfied — 

that none of the 19 emails sent between Messrs Parker and Pollitt involved misconduct on the part of 
Mr Pollitt.  

The contents of two of the 19 emails (emails 76 and 79) are the kind to which my initial Inquiry related, 
and further demonstrate the attempt to undermine Ms Sandy Randall of the Department as I identified 
in my original Report to the Committee. 

The contents of email 79, however, can be viewed as being more serious than this. In that email, 
Mr Parker may have disclosed information to Mr Pollitt concerning an internal complaint made against 
Ms Randall. 

There is no evidence in the email exchange that Mr Pollitt elicited the information disclosed by 
Mr Parker, engaged in or encouraged further exchanges in respect of it, or used the information in other 
emails with anyone else. 

Although Mr Parker resigned from the Department of Corrective Services in 2012, the parliamentary inspector 
said that the nature of the information that he had disclosed in email 79 required the parliamentary inspector to 
refer the matter to both the CCC and Department of Corrective Services for their consideration. 

The committee wrote to the then CCC Commissioner, Mr Roger Macknay, QC, to enquire as to what action the 
CCC would take in regard to this matter. The CCC responded to say that it would make no further 
representations regarding the parliamentary inspector’s report and leave it to the Department of Corrective 
Services to determine what action, if any, it considers appropriate in the circumstances. 

Twelfth Report — “WA Police Union complaint in regard to the partiality of the Parliamentary Inspector  
of the Corruption and Crime Commission” — Tabling 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.09 am]: I am directed to present the twelfth report of the 
Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, entitled “WA Police Union complaint in 
regard to the partiality of the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission”. 

[See paper 1456.] 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: This report stems from adverse comments made in relation to the Parliamentary 
Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission, Hon Michael Murray, QC, by the president of the 
WA Police Union of Workers, Mr George Tilbury, at a committee hearing on 4 December 2013. These claims 
were made while the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission was taking evidence 
in relation to the matter of requests by the Corruption and Crime Commission’s officers to WA police officers to 
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participate in voluntary interviews. In his evidence, Mr Tilbury claimed that the parliamentary inspector had 
been partial in his dealings with the WA Police Union on more than one occasion. The committee could not 
allow these allegations to be untested and it invited Mr Tilbury to substantiate his allegations by way of a 
submission to the committee.  

The WA Police Union subsequently provided the committee with only one matter of complaint about the 
parliamentary inspector’s partiality in its submission of 20 January 2014. The WA Police Union alleged that in 
an item of the correspondence between the parliamentary inspector and the Corruption and Crime Commission, 
the parliamentary inspector acted outside his statutory functions in providing legal advice to the CCC. In 
addition, the WA Police Union claims that in a finding about this stance taken by union members in refusing to 
cooperate in voluntary interviews with the CCC, the parliamentary inspector has displayed partiality.  

The committee forwarded the union submission to the parliamentary inspector for his response. This was 
received on 28 March 2014 and was provided to the union for a final submission. These two documents are 
included as appendices to this report. The union chose not to make a final submission to the parliamentary 
inspector’s response to its complaint. The functions and powers of the inspector are contained in sections 195 
and 196 of the act. Section 195(1)(c) gives the parliamentary inspector the power — 

to assess the effectiveness and appropriateness of the Commission’s procedures; 

Section 196(2) of the act provides — 

(2) The Parliamentary Inspector has power to do all things necessary or convenient for the performance 
of the Parliamentary Inspector’s functions. 

When considering the matters raised by the union, the committee believes it is incumbent on the parliamentary 
inspector to take any means necessary to carry out his functions. In some circumstances this may include 
consideration of court decisions made in other jurisdictions and their impact, if any, to the procedures of the 
CCC.  

Although it is not commonly the practice of the committee to table the outcome of complaints received, in this 
instance the committee has elected to do so given the seriousness of the allegation—it originated during a public 
hearing of the committee—and the unavoidable impact on the future operations of the office of the parliamentary 
inspector in the event the complaint was sustained. The committee finds that the allegation by the WA Police 
Union of Workers that the parliamentary inspector is partial to be without foundation and, further, the 
parliamentary inspector continues to have the bipartisan support of the committee.  

I commend the report to the house.  
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